
Digital radio is already built in The Zenec also processes digital video data via 
HDMI

  After the SmartLink Infotainer Z-N326, Zenec has now launched the 
Z-N426, an advanced model with digital radio and a larger display.

navigation software on a microSD card for 
120 euros. Just insert the SD card, and the 
Zenec becomes an integrated navigation 
system. We tested the complete package 
comprising the Zenec Z-N426 together with 
the Z-N426 SDFEU navigation software, all 
for just under 720 euros.

Smartlink
At the same time you can also use the 
Z-N426 without the navigation package as 
a turn-by-turn sign post. This is possible 
thanks to the SmartLink function that 
allows any app – for example the naviga-
tion application of a connected smartphone 
– to use the Zenec display.
If you own an iPhone this will be a Wi-Fi 
wireless connection. A corresponding Wi-Fi 
USB dongle is included as an accessory. 
If the connection is set up according to 
the step by step instructions, the display 
of the iPhone will be mirrored on the 
Zenec. Control must still be attempted by 
the phone itself.
But it is more comfortable with Android 
phones: These are connected by a USB 
cable and you can control all telephone 
functions directly from the Zenec. The 
prerequisite is that the phone is set to 
Developer mode, with USB debugging

Like in the Z-N326, Zenec also offers the 
Z-N426 as a moniceiver without naviga-

tion software. As such it is available for as 
little as 600 euros. At the same time the 
device comes with everything to allow it to 
also be used as a naviceiver. Those wishing 
to do this can simply order the NextGen 

Smart Entertainer
Zenec Z-N426 with Smartlink

Universal for all vehicles with 2-DIN radio
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Hands-free calling via Bluetooth Connections for front and rear cameras The Z-N426 is available with premium navigation 
software

activated. These Developer options may be 
well hidden on some Android phones, so a 
short Internet search is usually of further 
help. When coupling to the Zenec for the 
fi rst time the telephone app „Yija“ gets 
installed. This gives you a preinstalled phone 
app, where music player and navigation, 
plus 15 other buttons can be assigned with 
any desired app of personal preference, 
like streaming services or messenger appli-
cations.

Europe-wide Navigation
Navigation is very comfortable with the Zenec 
software, with a street atlas for 47 Euro-
pean countries installed on the SD card. 
Added to that is the Premium POI package 
with around 6 million points of interest 
from fi lling stations to tourist attractions. 
3D rendering, intersection zoom, lane and 
highway signage ensure that one takes the 
right way even at complicated intersec-
tions. The latest traffi c situation is taken 
account in the choice of route using TMC.

Full Range of Media Features
The Zenec offers a multi tuner section that 
receives both analog FM radio broadcasts 
and DAB+ digital radio. DAB+ offers the 
advantage of interference-free reception, 
comfortable station search, and the trans-
mission of additional information. More-
over, it offers a range of programs Ger-
many-wide that cannot be received with 
analog technology.
Phones can be connected using Bluetooth, 
HDMI, Wi-Fi, or the double USB port at the 
rear. Naturally, USB sticks can also be con-
nected to the latter. There are two inputs 
for cameras for the connection of front and 
rear cameras, with automatic switching 
between the signal source. For an optimum 
sound the Zenec offers a 10-band graphic 
equalizer, crossovers, loudness and bass 
boost.

Lab and on the Road
A glance at the table opposite shows that  1/2018

 Price app. 720 Euros

Sound quality  15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

Picture quality  15 % 1.1 ■■■■■■

Navigation  15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

Lab 15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

Practice  40 % 1+ ■■■■■■

 Sound quality  15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

Bass  3 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

Neutrality  3 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Transparency  3 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Soundstaging  3 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

Dynamics 3 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

 Picture quality 15 % 1.1 ■■■■■■

Sharpness  2,5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Brightness  2,5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Contrast  2,5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Color Rendering  2,5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Viewing Angle 2,5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Refl ection  2,5 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

 Navigation  15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

Guidance  5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Route calculation  5 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

Features  5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

 Lab  15 % 1.2 ■■■■■■

• USB  7.5 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

Distortion  3.75 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

Signal/Noise Ratio  3.75 % 1.5 ■■■■■■

• Tuner  7.5 % 0.9 ■■■■■■

Frequency response  1.88 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Crosstalk  1.88 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Distortion  1.88 % 0.5 ■■■■■■

Signal/Noise Ratio  1.88 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

 Practice 40 % 0.6 ■■■■■■

Operation  10 % 0.5 ■■■■■■

Reception test 5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Workmanship  5 % 1.0 ■■■■■■

Features  20 % 0.5 ■■■■■■

Distribution ACR, CH-Zurzach
Hotline info@acr.eu
Internet  www.acr.eu

  Zenec Z-N426 + Z-N426-SDFEU

  Summary

„A big hit!“

1+
 Price/performance:

excellent

Absolute Top class
Top class
Upper class
Middle class
Entry class

  Zenec Z-N426 + SDFEU

Issue 1/2018

In all cars having a standard double DIN slot. For 
many other models installation and connector 
adapters are available as accessories.

  Where you can fi t the Zenec Z-N426

Amplifi er output/W 15
Output voltage/V 3.4
Output impedance/ohms 1610

USB 
THD+N (%) 0.019
SNR (A) 85

Tuner
THD+N (%) 0.037
SNR (A) 60
Crosstalk (dB) 44

Monitor size 6.8“
Touchscreen •
EQ/soundprocessor •
Crossovers HP/LP
Pre-outs 6
AV-in •
Video-out •
Camera input •
MP3/WMA/AAC • / • / •
USB / iPod • / •
Bluetooth HFP/A2DP • / •
Maps Europe
TMC/TMC Pro • / –
Remote Control •
Other DAB+

  Technical Data

the Zenec performs extremely well both in 
our test lab and in practice on the road. 
It merits special praise for the well above 
average range of features in this price class, 
and the very comfortable ease of use. The 
display is very easy to read, the menus and 
individual screens are both clear and 
visually appealing. The touchscreen of the 
Zenec is very pleasing to use, its extremely 
fast reaction showing hardly any delay.

Summary
The Zenec Z-N426 is a big hit. The full 
range of features, use of phone apps via 
SmartLink, and very comfortable ease of 
use make it a benchmark in its price class.

Guido Randerath
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